
India on Monday voted
against a draft resolution at
the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) linking cli-
mate to security, saying it
was an attempt to shift cli-
mate talks from the United
Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) to the Security
Council and a “step back-
ward” for collective action
on the issue.

The resolution was spon-
sored by Ireland and Niger,
and it did not pass, with 12
UNSC members voting for it,
India and Russia voting
against it and China abstain-
ing. 

Niger, which holds the
UNSC presidency for Decem-
ber, organised a debate on
December 9 titled ‘Mainte-
nance of international peace
and security: security in the
context of terrorism and cli-
mate change.’ 

One of the objectives of
the debate was to examine
how terrorism and security
risks could be linked to cli-
mate change, as per a con-
cept note circulated by
Niger.

“What is it that we can col-
lectively do under this draft
resolution that we cannot
achieve under the UNFCCC
process?” India’s Permanent
Representative and Ambas-
sador to the U.N. T.S. Tiru-
murti said, positing that the
reason countries were at-
tempting to bring climate
talks to the Security Council
was that decisions could be
taken without consensus or
the involvement of most de-
veloping countries. 

A video of Mr. Tirumurti
explaining India’s vote was
posted by offi�cial Indian han-
dles on Twitter.

“If the Security Council in-
deed takes over the respon-
sibility on this issue, a few

states will then have a free
hand in deciding on all cli-
mate-related issues. This is
clearly neither desirable nor
acceptable,” he said.

Undermining progress
The draft resolution, as per
the ambassador, would un-
dermine progress made at
Glasgow, where the latest
round of talks under the
UNFCCC, the 26th Confe-
rence of the Parties (COP26),
concluded in November. 

Developing and ‘least de-
veloped’ countries had
worked, over the last two de-
cades, to make “common
but diff�erentiated” responsi-
bilities a fundamental tenet
of climate action, Mr. Tiru-

murti noted. 
“Today’s attempt to link

climate with security really
seeks to obfuscate lack of
progress on critical issues
under the UNFCCC process,”
Mr. Tirumurti said, adding
that many of the UNSC mem-
bers were the primary con-
tributors to climate change.

He said developed coun-
tries had not met their pro-
mises with regard to climate
action and called for these
countries to provide $1 tril-
lion in climate fi�nance “at
the earliest.”

Mr. Tirumurti said the at-
tempt to discuss climate ac-
tion and climate justice is-
sues at the UNSC was
“motivated by a desire to
evade responsibility in the
appropriate forum.”

He said that climate
change may have exacerbat-
ed confl�icts in the Sahel re-
gion and across Africa, and
India remained committed
to peace and development in
those regions, but “viewing
confl�icts through the prism
of climate change” was “mis-
leading” and an oversimplifi�-
cation that could worsen
confl�icts rather than resolv-
ing them.
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Voicing dissent: Russian Ambassador raising his hand to veto
the UN Security Council resolution on Monday. * AP


